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think the tone of the conversation, at least in the committee,
was that this, the mechanism now in place, is not a particularly
good one to convey the information that you' re concerned about;
that there's sort of a flier s ent around to whoe ver it may
concern or may not concern. I t's largely disregarded so it' s
not a p a r t i cu l ar l y ef f ec t i ve m eans of com muni c a t i n g. School
systems o b v i o u s l y a r e n o t sa d de n e d t o e e t h i s r e s po n s i b i l i t y g o
away. The point was also made that there are, perhaps over the
past ten years since this was first implemented, some changes in
communication tech nology that offer some a lter natives.
Certainly we' ve always had phone books and lawyers and that kind
of thing, but there are additional communications opportunities
through the Internet and so on now, which may also help convey
this kind o f in formation o r mak e it available in a way that
students who are interested would likely be able to a c cess it .
I hope t h a t ' s som e wha t r e sp o n s i v e t o y ou r q u e s t i o n .

S ENATOR THOMPSON: We l l , t h an k y ou , I gu e s s I ' m n o t . . . I d o n ' t
have any real strong opinions on e way or the oth er on the
p roces s i s su e a nd so f o r t h , b u t I d o h a v e s t r o n g o p i n i o n s o n a
12-year-old being able to get information fo r cho ices in her
l i f e t hat ' 8 saf e a n d g ood i nf o r ma t i o n . I don ' t kno w i f t t i ng
it from your friends or off the Internet is an effective way to
help a chi l d in that situation. I 'm going tc have to think
about this one, I guess. Thank you.

S ENATOR CUDABACK:
M axwel l .

SENATOR MAXWELL: T hank you, Mr. President. I h adn't planned to
speak. This might address Senator Thompson's concern. What she
described was a social service problem. That'8 somebody in an
abusive situation. I don't know what the systems are in place
in schools to b e alert to t hese kinds of things or what' s
offered, but whatever that is, that should capture this person
and bring h er into the car e system in which various options
could be d i s c u s sed . So t ha t ' s w h y I was one of t he peop l e
willing to vot e unanimously to get this bill out, and I assume
t hat ' s wh y t h e s c h o o l s c ame i n a n d u n i f o r m l y , u n a n i mousl y sa i d ,
please get this extra mandate off of us, because there are other
systems in place to accommodate the kind of crisis that Senator

SenatorThank y o u, Sena t o r Tho mpson .
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